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STAFF 

(as  at  31st  December,  1970) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
District  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

J.  W.  A.  Rodgers,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers: 

G.  L.  Anderson,  M.B.,  B.S. 

M.  Anderson,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Mrs.) 

School  Dental  Officers: 

M.  Thomson,  L.D.S.  (Mrs.) 
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Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  E.  V.  Warrand,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Public  Health  Inspectors : 
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I.  C.  Watson,  Cert.  M.R.S.A.S.,  Cert.  M.  & 0.  Foods 
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Mortuary  Attenda7it: 
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District  Chief  Nursing  Officer: 


Miss  A.  Howarth,  S.R.N., 


S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V.  Cert. 


Health  Visitors: 

Miss  J.  Barker,  8.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  O.N.C.,  H.V.Cert. 
Miss  M.  Beaty,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  K.  A.  Garrigan,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 
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Miss  G.  L.  Hailes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
Mrs.  R.  Hall,  S.C.M. 


District  Nurses: 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Anderson,  S.R.N.,  N.D.N.Cert. 

Miss  E.  M.  Buchanan,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

Mrs.  F.  F.  Buckley,  S.R.N.,  N.D.N.Cert. 

Mrs.  a.  V.  Cox,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.S.C.N.,  N.D.N.  Cert. 
Miss  D.  Crooks,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  N.D.N.  Cert. 

Miss.  B.  Hemsley,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

Mrs.  M.  a.  Jamieson,  S.R.N.,  Q.N. 

Mrs.  a.  Pattison,  S.R.N.,  N.D.N.  Cert. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Skelton,  S.R.N.,  R.S.C.N.,  N.D.N  Cert. 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Smith,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  A.  P.  Stoney,  S.R.N.,  Q.N. 

Mrs.  D.  Unsworth,  S.R.N.,  N.D.N.  Cert. 

Mrs.  M.  Wallis,  Ophthal.  Cert.,  S.R.N.,  N.D.N.  Cert. 
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School  Nurses: 

Mrs.  M.  K.  Blake,  S.R.N.,  B.M.N. 

Mrs.  M.  Bradley,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Newsome,  S.R.N.,  S.R.F.N. 
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Teachers : 
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Mrs.  a.  Tonks,  Dip.  N.A.M.H. 
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Assistant  Supervisor: 

Mrs.  K.  Farquhar 
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Teachers: 
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W.  J.  Geddes,  Dip.  N.A.M.H. 

Domestic  Help  Service  Organisers : 
Mrs.  L.  Trudgill 
Miss  J.  B arras 

Chiropodists: 

G.  R.  Rawlings,  M.Ch.S.,  S.R.Cli. 
Miss  J.  A.  Richardson,  M.Ch.S.,  S.R.Ch. 
Mrs.  j.  W.  O’Leary,  M.Ch.S.,  S.R.Ch. 

School  Dental  Surgery  Assistants : 
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EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ended  31st  December,  1970 


Telephone — Easington  501  Easington, 

Peterlee, 

Co.  Durham, 
SR8  3TN 
1971. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year  1970. 

The  work  accomplished  during  the  year  is  described  in  the 
various  sections  of  the  report.  The  section  relating  to  the  activities 
of  the  inspectorial  staff  has  been  compiled  by  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector,  and  a contribution  from  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  dealing  with  housing,  sewerage,  public  cleansing,  etc., 
is  also  included.  This  introductory  letter  summarises  briefly  the 
contents  of  the  report  as  a whole  and  draws  attention  to  any  points 
of  special  interest. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Under  this  heading  figures  or  rates  are  given  to  enable  comparison 
to  be  made  between  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  over 
recent  years  and  the  health  of  the  country  as  a whole.  They  include 
the  birth  rate,  the  general  death  rate,  infant  mortality  rate  and  the 
maternal  mortality  rate. 

Birth  Rate 

The  district  rate  of  17.49  jier  1,000  of  the  population  showed  an 
increase  on  the  figure  of  16.52  for  1969.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole  was  16.0  as  compared  with  16.  3 the  previous 
year. 

General  Death  Rate 

The  general  death  rate  of  11.43  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  showed  a decrease  on  the  1969  figure  of  11.67.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7,  as  compared  with  11.9  the 
previous  year. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  rate  of  20.11  per  1,000  live  births  showed  a decrease  on  that 
of  21.08  for  the  previous  year  and  is,  in  fact,  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
for  this  district.  The  local  rate  is,  however,  still  higher  than  the 
national  rate  of  18.0,  the  same  as  that  for  1969. 

There  were  30  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  and  of  these  21 
occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  giving  a neonatal  mortality 
rate  of  14.07  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  the  1969  figure 
of  14.05.  In  nine  of  these,  prematurity  was  given  as  a primary  cause 
of  death  and  in  one  as  contributory.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1970  was  12.0. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.18  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births. 

Local  Adjusted  Rates 

After  taking  into  account  the  Registrar  General’s  comparability 
factors  of  1.05  and  1.40  for  birth  and  death  rates  respectively,  the 
local  adjusted  rates  for  this  district  were  18.4  in  the  case  of  births 
and  16.0  in  respect  of  deaths 
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INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Perusal  of  the  table  giving  the  chief  causes  of  death  will  show 
that  heart  disease  still  heads  the  list  with  304  deaths,  four  more 
than  in  1969  and  representing  31.18%  of  the  total  deaths  in  the 
district.  Cancer  was  responsible  for  196  deaths  (20.10%),  an  increase 
of  33  on  the  figure  of  163  the  previous  year.  In  third  place  diseases 
of  the  veins  and  arteries  of  the  brain  caused  170  deaths  (17.44%) 
against  157  (15.62%)  in  1969.  Fourth  place  in  the  list  is  occupied 
by  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  which  caused  109  deaths  (11.18%), 
a decrease  of  55  on  the  figure  of  164  (16.32%)  for  1969.  These  four 
causes,  therefore,  accounted  for  almost  80%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Table  two  gives  deaths  from  cancer  in  age  groups  and  localisation 
of  the  disease. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifications  of  these  diseases  are  set  out  in  Table  7,  which  also 
gives  the  final  figures  after  correction.  Apart  from  an  epidemic  of 
measles  over  the  first  nine  months,  which  was  responsible  for  all 
but  five  of  the  total  notifications,  the  area  generally  was  quiet 
throughout  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  statistics  for  this  disease  are  shown  in  the  tables  and  summary 
of  Section  III. 

The  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  Regional  Hos])ital  Board’s  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Unit  visited  Blackball  from  28th  April  to  1st  May  inclusive 
and  for  five  days  in  late  November  the  Unit  undertook  public 
sessions  at  the  Health  Centre,  Peterlee.  During  both  visits  oppor- 
tunity was  given  for  evening  attendance. 

Individual  and  small  group  X-ray  is  also  available  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Chester  Road,  Sunderland,  the  Static  Unit,  35  Grange 
Road,  Middlesbrough,  and  the  Mass  X-ray  Unit,  Dryburn  Hospital 
Durham.  Particulars  of  dates  and  times  for  these  services  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Health  Department,  Easington. 


HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  FUNCTIONS 

Details  of  the  working  of  the  various  services  during  the  year  are 
to  be  found  in  Section  IV.  Particulars  relating  to  the  work  under- 
taken at  treatment  centres  and  clinics  and  the  activities  of  the 


12 


domiciliary  midwifery,  home  nursing  and  health  visiting  services 
are  given.  Also  included  are  statistical  and  general  details  of  vaccina- 
tion and  immunisation,  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care, 
chiropody,  domestic  help,  mental  health,  blind  welfare  and 
handicapped  persons. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Details  of  the  working  of  the  School  Health  Service  will  be  found 
in  Section  V. 


WATER 

Piped  water  supply  in  the  district  was  sampled  weekly  during 
the  year.  All  44  samples  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
were  reported  as  satisfactory.  Further  details  of  the  district’s  water 
supply  are  given  in  Section  VI. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  testing  of  throat  swabs,  faeces  and  other  human 
specimens  is  undertaken  by  the  Director  and  his  staff  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland.  Weekly  samples 
of  ice  cream,  water  and  milk  and  occasional  samples  of  meat  and 
other  edible  products  were  submitted  during  the  year.  22  faecal 
specimens  from  patients  known  or  suspected  to  be  suffering  from 
dysentery  or  food  poisoning  were  sent  for  examination  and  report 
and  the  laboratory  also  checked  240  specimens  in  respect  of  food- 
handling  employees  of  the  Council. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Comments  and  tables  to  be  found  in  Section  VI  dealing  with  the 
environmental  services  contain  much  information  of  importance 
and  interest.  They  are  contributed  by  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


STAFF 

There  were  several  staff  changes  during  the  year.  Details  of  the 
department’s  complement  at  31st  December,  1970,  are  given  in  the 
pages  preceding  this  introductory  letter. 
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CONCLUSION 

The  vital  statistics  in  the  following  pages  will  show  that  there 
was  little  variation  in  the  general  health  of  the  district’s  population 
from  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  birth  rate  increased  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  decreased  to  20.11,  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
for  this  district.  It  is,  however,  still  higher  than  the  national  rate 
of  18.0  per  1,000  live  births.  The  general  death  rate  of  11.43  per 
1,000  of  the  resident  population  showed  a slight  decrease  on  the 
1969  figure  of  11.67.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 

I would  commend  to  the  reader  the  details  given  by  the  District 
Chief  Nursing  Officer  in  Section  IV  of  this  report  of  the  Health 
Exhibition  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Peterlee.  This  annual  effort 
has  now  become  an  essential  and  important  part  of  the  health 
education  work  undertaken  in  the  district. 

I am  again  grateful  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  to  the  members  and  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation 
thanks  and  appreciation  are  also  due  to  the  entire  Health 
Department  staff  for  their  loyal  and  willing  assistance  during 
another  active  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  1. 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . 34,647 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

year,  1970  . . . . . . . . . . 85,300 

Number  of  Hereditaments  on  31st  December,  1970 

according  to  the  rate  books  . . . . . . 34,943 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1971)  . . . . . . £2,211,507 

Sum  represented  by  New  Penny  Rate  (1970-71)  . . £20,568 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births  : — Live  Births. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

684 

701 

1385 

1 llegitimate 

60 

47 

107 

744 

748 

1492 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births 


Still  Births  : — 

Legitimate  12  11 

Illegitimate  2 1 


14  12 


17-49 

717 


23 

3 


26 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  : — 

758  760 

Infant  Mortality  : — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  : 

Legitimate  11  15 

Illegitimate  4 — 


17-43 

1518 


26 

4 


15 


15 


30 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births, 
20-11. 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births,  18-77. 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births,  37-38. 

Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

12 

17 

Illegitimate 

4 

— 

4 

9 

12 

21 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 14-08 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  : 

Legitimate  . . 5 

Illegitimate  . . 2 

7 


Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . 11-39 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  . . . . . . 28  -33 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  . . . . Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 


Total  Deaths  (all  ages)  549  426  975 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  . . . . . . . . . . 11-43 


10  15 

9 


10  17 


TABLE  I DEATHS— CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 
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TABLE  2. 

Cancer. 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  from  Cancer,  in  age 
groups,  and  the  localisation  of  the  disease. 


Ages  in  Years 

1 

25 

45 

65 

to 

to 

to 

to 

75 

Totals 

24 

44 

64 

74 

up 

Lung  & Bronchus 

12 

15 

10 

37 

Stomach  . . 

— 

2 

6 

13 

12 

33 

Breast 

— 

1 

11 

5 

3 

20 

Uterus 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

6 

Other  Causes 

4 

6 

32 

29 

29 

100 

4 

11 

64 

62 

55 

196 

TABLE  3. 

Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  past  10  years 


Year 

General 
Death  Rate 

Infant 
Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1961 

10.4 

21.9 

19.7 

1962 

11.1 

26.6 

20.5 

1963 

10.3 

28.8 

19.7 

1964 

10.4 

24.4 

19.1 

1965 

11.2 

21.8 

19.2 

1966 

11.4 

22.7 

17.9 

1967 

11.1 

28.2 

17.7 

1968 

11.1 

26.6 

16.9 

1969 

11.7 

21.1 

16.5 

1970 

11.4 

20.1 

17.5 

General 

1970  Death  Bate 

England  & Wales  11.7 

Easington  Rural  District  11.4 


Infant 
Death  Rate 
18.0 
20.1 


Birth  Rate 
16.0 
17.5 
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TABLE  4. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 
(10  years) 


Year 

Births 

Easington  R.  D. 

Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

1961 

1689 

21.9 

21.6 

1962 

1768 

26.6 

21.6 

1963 

1699 

28.8 

21.1 

1964 

1637 

24.4 

20.0 

1965 

1647 

21.8 

19.0 

1966 

1544 

22.7 

18.9 

1967 

1524 

28.2 

18.3 

1968 

1464 

26.6 

18.0 

1969 

1423 

21.1 

18.0 

1970 

1492 

20.1 

18.0 

TABLE  5. 

Death  Rates  (10  years) 


Year 

Deaths 

Easington  R.  D. 
Death  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Death  Rate 

1961 

891 

10.4 

11.9 

1962 

957 

11.1 

11.9 

1963 

888 

10.3 

12.2 

1964 

890 

10.4 

11.3 

1965 

956 

11.1 

11.5 

1966 

986 

11.4 

11.7 

1967 

956 

11.1 

11.2 

1968 

962 

11.1 

11.9 

1969 

1005 

11.7 

11.9 

1970 

975 

11.4 

11.7 

TABLE  6 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  of  Natural  Increase 
per  1,000  population. 

1961 

1689 

891 

9.3 

1962 

1768 

957 

9.4 

1963 

1699 

888 

9.4 

1964 

1637 

890 

8.7 

1965 

1647 

956 

8.1 

1966 

1544 

986 

6.5 

1967 

1524 

956 

6.6 

1968 

1464 

962 

5.8 

1969 

1423 

1005 

4.9 

1970 

1492 

975 

6.1  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1970 


Population  . . . . . . . . . . . . 85,300 

Area  (acres)  . . . . » - . . . . . . 34,647 

Estimated  number  of  Hereditaments  . . . . 34,943 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1971)  . . . . . . £2,211,507 

Sum  produced  by  New  Penny  Rate  (1970-71)  . . £20,568 

Births  . . . . . , . . . . . . . . 1,492 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  17  -5 

Deaths  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 957 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  1 T 4 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  . . 20*1 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause 

Number 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

Diseases  of  the  heart 

304 

31-18 

Cancer 

198 

20-10 

Diseases  of  the  veins  and  arteries 
of  the  brain 

170 

17-44 

Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  . . 

109 

11-18 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Cases 

Diseases 

notified 

Measles 

• • • • • • 

. . 1 ,024 

Infective  Jaundice 

. . 104 

Whooping  Cough 

43 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  new  cases 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

. . 

1 

Acute  Meningitis 

• • • • • « 

1 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1970 


Cases  of  fatal 

tuberculosis  not 

notified  before  death 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  main  points  of  interest  in  Table  7 can  be  briefly  summarised 
as  follows: — 

There  were  1,024  notified  cases  of  measles  during  the  year. 
Nearly  all  of  these  were  the  result  of  an  e])idemic  in  the  district 
between  January  and  the  end  of  September.  There  were  171  such 
cases  in  1969. 

Scarlet  fever  notifications  numbered  nine  as  compared  with  16 
the  previous  year. 

Only  one  notification  of  food  poisoning  was  received,  and  this  was 
confirmed  on  bacteriological  examination. 

There  were  43  eases  of  whooping  cough  notified,  as  against  21 
in  1969. 

Infective  jaundice  notifications  increased  from  43  the  previous 
year  to  104  for  the  year  under  review. 
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TABLE  11 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  during  the  past  five  years — the  figures  in 
parenthesis  indicating  deaths  occurring  in  previously  notified  cases 
of  Tuberculosis. 


PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1966 

8 

(4) 

2 

(2) 

10 

(6) 

2 

(1) 

— 

2 (1) 

1967 

4 

(3) 

5 

(4) 

9 

(7) 

1 

(-) 

— 

1 (-) 

1968 

1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

1 

(-) 

— 

1 (-) 

1969 

5 

(3) 

1 

(1) 

6 

(4) 

— 

— 

• — 

1970 

3 

(3) 

3 

(3) 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Totals 

21 

(14) 

9 

(3) 

30 

(22) 

4 

(1) 

— 

4 (1) 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  foregoing  tables  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

Fifteen  new  cases  of  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year,  comprising  nine  males  and  six  females. 
This  was  a decrease  of  five  on  the  figure  of  20  for  1969,  made  up  of 
17  males  and  three  females.  There  was  only  one  new  notification  of 
other  forms  of  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  a female. 

Deaths  from  the  respiratory  form  decreased  from  six  in  1969  to 
three,  all  of  whom  were  males. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

The  district  mortality  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  0.035 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  the  figure  of  0.019  for 
Fngland  and  Wales  as  a whole. 
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SECTION  IV. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 
HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 

Health  Centres: — 

The  Health  Centre  at  Peterlee  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily. 

Available  at  the  Health  Centre  are: — Child  Welfare,  Immunisat- 
ion and  Vaccination,  Artificial  Sunlight,  Family  Planning,  Chiropody 
Cervical  Cytology,  School  Clinic,  Dental,  Speech  Therapy,  Child 
Guidance  and  Ophthalmic  services. 

General  Practitioners  have  the  use  of  eight  surgery  suites  and  in 
the  near  future  a radiological  unit  is  to  be  installed  at  the  centre. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 

The  number  of  centres  in  operation  remains  at  ten,  eight  of  which 
are  owned  by  the  Council  and  two  on  a rental  basis.  The  attendances 
and  the  number  of  children  on  the  register  have  continued  to 


increase. 

1969  1970 

No.  on  Register  . . . . . . 3,970  4,046 

No.  of  attendances  . . . . . . 18,913  20,050 

Average  attendance  per  session  . . 25  26 


Table  12  gives  details 
Ante -Natal  Clinics 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  no  longer  held  in  child  welfare  centres 
in  the  district,  this  is  due  to  General  Practitioners  holding  their 
own  ante-natal  clinics.  These  clinics  are  attended  by  the  District 
Midwife  who  is  attached  to  the  practice. 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes 

Classes  continued  to  be  held  during  the  year.  Expectant  Mothers 
attended  lectures  and  film  shows  given  by  the  Health  Visitors  and 
Mid  wives. 

Details  of  attendances  compared  with  previous  years  are  as 
follows: — 

1969  1970 

Mothers  attending  . . . . . . 116  109 

Total  attendances  . . . . . . 446  392 

Average  attandance  per  session  . . 6 5 


Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1970. 
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Birth  Control 

The  Family  Planning  Association  are  responsible  for  two  clinics 
held  in  the  district,  both  at  council  premises  free  of  rent. 

“At  Risk”  Register  and  Congenital  Defects 

A register  is  kept  of  all  newly  born  children  who  through  any 
factor  show  they  may  have  a physical  or  mental  defect.  These 
children  are  visited  at  regular  intervals. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  942  names  were  on  the  register. 

Congenital  defects  in  all  births  are  notihed  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  who  informs  the  Registrar  General  of  the  necessary  details. 
During  the  year  a total  of  36  live  births  and  2 still  births  were 
notified. 

Welfare  Foods 

Welfare  foods  are  obtainable  from  10  centres  throughout  the 
area.  The  following  statement  shows  the  amount  of  welfare  foods 
issued  during  the  year  with  comparative  figures  for  1969. 


1969  1970 

2,061  1,591 

14,437  17,184 

1,867  1,986 

762  849 


National  Dried  Milk  (tins) 
Orange  Juice  (bottles) 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles) 
Vitamin  Tablets  (packets) 


Dental  Care  for  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Dental  treatment  for  mothers  and  young  children  was  available 
at  Peterlee,  Wingate  and  Murton  clinics. 


Table  13  gives  details. 


FORMS  OF  DENTAL  TREATMENT  PROVIDED 
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Convalescent  Holidays  -Mother  and  Young  Children 

Applications  are  made  by  General  Practioners  and  Health  Visitors 
in  respect  of  mothers  who  need  a period  of  convalescence.  After 
investigation  these  applications  are  passed  on  to  Durham  County 
Council  who  administer  the  E.F.  Peile  Convalescent  Home,  Shotley 
Bridge.  During  the  year  3 mothers  and  3 children  were  admitted  to 
the  home  from  this  district. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

The  following  number  of  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to 
practice  in  the  Easington  Rural  District  during  the  year: — 

District  Midwives  . . . . . . 7 

District  Nurse  Mid  wives  . . . . — 

Midwives  in  Hospital  . . . . . . 21 

Midwives  in  private  practice  . . . . — 

At  the  end  of  the  year  6 full-time  and  3 part-time  District  Midwives 
were  employed,  all  were  paid  car  alio  wan  es. 


TABLE  14 
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NURSING,  MIDWIFERY,  SCHOOL  HEALTH  AND  HEALTH 

VISITING  SERVICES 

District  Chief  Nursing  Officer’s  Report 

The  present  year  completes  a decade  since  the  delegation  to  the 
Easington  Rural  District  of  health  and  welfare  services.  In  retrospect, 
one  can  see  the  effectiveness  of  delegation  on  nursing,  midwifery 
and  health  visiting  services  within  a smaller  administrative  area. 
Comparative  statistics  show  an  increasing  service  to  the  public, 
most  noticeable  in  the  care  and  supervision  of  children  under  five 
years,  persons  discharged  from  hospital,  aged  persons  and  the 
physically  handicapped.  The  number  of  persons  visited  in  these 
categories  has  increased  and  the  number  of  visits  per  individual 
has  also  increased  noticeably. 

Through  the  year  mid  wives,  health  visitors,  nurses  and  school 
nurses  have  worked  together  and  have  in  their  respective  fields  of 
work  co-operated  with  a variety  of  social  workers  and  other  volun- 
tary workers  and  the  co-operative  effort  has  been  to  the  public 
good. 

At  this  point  in  time  there  is  natural  concern  amongst  the  staff 
regarding  the  impending  changes;  it  is  hoped  the  achievements 
of  this  decade  will  be  built  upon  to  expand  and  further  improve 
these  services. 

Home  nurses,  midwives  and  health  visitors  are  now  closely  associ- 
ated with  general  practices  and  these  teams  of  workers  find  this  also 
a more  satisfactory  arrangement;  there  is  still  room  for  improvement 
in  understanding  if  the  scheme  is  to  be  fully  effective;  success  can 
only  be  achieved  by  each  member’s  appreciation  of  other  team 
members’  skills  and  responsibilities.  For  effective  team  work  each 
member  must  also  recognise  his  or  her  own  responsibilities  and 
ensure  the  particular  skills  inherent  in  his  or  her  specialist  training 
and  experience  are  used  fully,  referring  to  other  team  members 
those  duties  appropriate  to  their  particular  training  and  skills. 

Health  Visiting  Service 

The  provision  of  office  accommodation  for  health  visitors  in 
their  own  Child  Health  Centre  throughout  the  district  allows  for 
better  communication  and  contact  between  all  members  of  the 
staff  and  also  provides  opportunity  for  easier  contact  between 
health  visitor  and  members  of  the  public  needing  her  help. 

Health  Exhibition 

The  Annual  Health  Exhibition  was  held  12th  to  16th  October 
inclusive  and  proved  very  successful.  A total  of  1,300  school  children 
visited  the  Exhibition  escorted  by  teaching  staff.  Health  visitors. 
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dental  stafl  and  school  nurses  conducted  parties  around  the 
Exhibition  explaining  the  different  sections.  Approximately  1,000 
adults  visited  the  Exhibition.  Films  were  shown  on  such  subjects 
as  dental  care,  venereal  diseases,  accidents  in  the  home;  Smoking 
Sam,  a teenage  model,  effectively  demonstrated  the  health  hazards 
of  the  smoking  habit.  The  work  involved  in  organising  such  an 
Exhibition  is  tremendous  and  time-consuming  and  the  enthusiasm 
and  effort  of  all  staff  and  helpers  concerned  and  the  financial  assist- 
ance afforded  by  the  Ladies  Voluntary  Committees  from  their 
funds  is  all  very  much  appreciated. 

The  various  screening  programmes  covering  the  health  care  of 
mother  and  child  have  continued,  though  there  is  a great  need  to 
increase  the  response  of  mothers  to  screening  invitations.  Cytology 
and  family  planning  sessions  for  women  and  hearing  sessions  for 
l)abies  are  still  not  being  used  to  the  full  extent  of  the  need  of  these 
groups,  and  health  visitors,  midwives  and  nurses  need  to  be  much 
more  persuasive  yet,  if  the  numbers  are  to  be  increased,  particularly 
in  the  high  risk  groups,  which  groups  are  the  most  difficult  to 
convince. 

I am  pleased  to  report  the  successful  introduction  of  the  health 
visitor  to  the  Thorpe  Hospital  Pediatric  Clinic  where  she  has  first 
hand  opportunity  to  meet  the  Pediatrician,  discuss  individual 
])roblems  of  child  health  and  arrange  for  effective  liaison  with  other 
health  visitors  in  respect  of  home  care  and  supervision. 

Home  Nursing 

The  emphasis  on  early  discharge  home  of  those  patients  who  need 
not  be  confined  to  hospital  care  beyond  a minimum  of  days  makes  it 
essential  for  the  home  nurse  to  keep  abreast  of  modern  nursing 
procedures  and  prove  herself  capable  of  the  nursing  skills  which 
V.  ill  be  required  of  her  in  the  future.  Unfortunately  this  changing 
pattern  of  nursing  is  slow  to  develop  and  it  is  still  a fact  that  most 
of  the  home  nurse’s  work  is  amongst  the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 
Here  she  has  a responsibility  to  encourage  the  family  and  the  patient 
to  maintain  the  latter’s  mobility  and  mental  alertness  in  addition  to 
carrying  out  routine  nursing  procedures.  These  essentials  are 
necessary  to  the  total  well-being  of  the  patient  and  the  family. 

Midwifery 

In  1961  the  domiciliary  midw  ives  attended  732  confinements  in 
the  homes.  In  addition  250  mothers  and  babies  were  discharged 
from  hospital  to  the  midwives’  care  thus  making  a total  of  982 
mothers,  of  the  1,689  delivered  in  the  Easington  Hural  District 
who  were  wholly  or  partially  nursed  by  domiciliary  midwives.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  the  changing  pattern  of  domiciliary  care  in 
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1970.  Two  hundred  and  sixtv-three  mothers  were  confined  at  home 
and  772  mothers  with  their  babies  were  discharged  home  early  from 
hospital  to  domiciliary  care,  making  a total  of  1,035  mothers  and 
babies  of  the  1,513  mothers  delivered  in  the  Easington  Rural 
District  either  wholly  or  partially  cared  for  by  the  domiciliary 
midwife.  There  seems,  therefore,  to  be  no  cause  for  the  anxiety 
amongst  some  domiciliary  midwives  that  the  service  is  diminishing. 
The  pattern  of  domiciliary  care  is  changing  and  the  midwife  needs 
to  alert  herself  to  the  role  she  is  now  asked  to  fill.  There  is  a great 
need  for  support,  reassurance  and  education  in  mother  care  of  all 
expectant  mothers  and  all  nursing  mothers  including  those  dis- 
charged home  early  from  hospital.  Domiciliary  midwives  attached  to 
the  general  practices  staff  the  general  practitioners’  ante-natel  clinics 
and  have  the  opportunity  in  these  ante-natal  clinics  to  recognise 
the  individual  requirements  of  each  mother  and  to  give  the  necessary 
practical  help  and  advice. 


TABLE  15 
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The  midwives  re(|iiisitioned  medical  help  on  132  occasions  and 
the  following  statement  gives  particulars  as  to  the  reason  for  so 


doing 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 


Ante -natal  examination  - general  . . 
Ante-natal  examination  - albuminuria 
Threatened  miscarriage 


Miscarriage 

Contracted  pelvis,  disj)ro})ortion  between  child  and 


pelvi 


outlet  . . 

Malpresentation 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage 
Placenta  praevia 

Prolonged  or  delayed  labour,  uterine  inertia 
Post-partum  haemorrhage 

Retained  for  adherent  placenta  or  membranes 

Ruptured  perineum 

Premature  birth 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Other  conditions  of  motherhood 

Inflamation  of  the  child’s  eyes 

Congenital  malformation 


c 


Other  conditions  of  babv 
Stillbirth 
Neonatal  death 
Other  reasons  . . 


4 


2 

1 

1 

42 


3 

4 
37 

4 

5 

1 

10 

1 

10 


In  addition  to  the  notifications  of  sending  for  medical  help,  the 
following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives: — 

Stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Death  of  mother  . . . . . . . . — 

Death  of  child  . . . . . . . . — 

Laying  out  of  the  dead  . . . . . . — 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  . . 3 


HOME  NURSING 

At  the  end  of  the  year  15  District  Nurses  were  employed,  all 
of  whom  were  authorised  car  users.  Two  District  Nurses  were 
seconded  to  the  training  school  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  for  district 
training,  both  of  whom  were  successful. 


HOME  NURSING  STATISTICS  - 1970 
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HEALTH  VISITORS 
SUMMARY  OF  VISITS,  1970 

Domiciliary  Visits 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: — 

Ante-natal  First  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 726 

Re-visits  . . . . . . . . . . 184 

Births — 1st  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . 2500 

Re-visits  to  children  under  1 year  . . 5217 

Re-visits  to  childi'en  1-2  years  . . . . 4798 

Re-visits  to  children  2-3  years  . . . . 4424 

Re-visits  to  children  3-4  years  . . . . 3962 

Re-visits  to  children  4-5  years  . . . . 3806 

Other  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 642 

Total  . . 26259 


Tuberculosis : — 

First  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 182 

Re-visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 341 

Other  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Total  . . 523 


School  Work 

School  children  (Home  visits)  . . . . . . . . 505 

School  children  (School  visits)  . . . . . . . . 266 


Total  . . 771 


General  Health 

Visits  paid  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1747 

Mentally  disordered  - visits  . . . . . . . . . . 59 

Aged  Persons  - visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5647 

Myopia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Problem  Families  . . . . . . . . . . . . 880 

Physically-handicapped  . . . . . . . . . . 377 
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Summary : — 

Eft'ective  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36263 

Ineffective  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8143 

Total  number  of  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 44406 


HEALTH  VISITORS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Health  Visiting  staff  numbered  12 
against  an  establishment  of  15.  Ten  of  these  officers  were  in  recei])t 
of  car  allowances. 


VACCINATION  and  IMMUNISATION 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  Measles 
and  Smallpox. 

The  schedule  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  used  is  as  follows : 


Age 

Vaccine 

4 months 

Triple  (Diph.  Tet.  & Whooping  Cough)  & Polio  1st  dose 

6 months 

Triple  (Diph.  Tet.  & Whooping  Cough)  & Polio  2nd  dose 

12  months 

Triple  (Diph.  Tet.  & Whooping  Cough)  & Polio  3rd  dose 

13  months 

Measles 

14-24  months 

Smallpox 

4 years 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Polio  Booster  dose 

Smallpox  Re-vaccination 

Leaflets  drawing  attention  to  the  need  for  children  to  be  protected 
against  these  diseases  are  sent  to  the  parents  of  all  children  attaining 
the  age  of  four  months.  All  leaflets  give  details  of  facilities  available 
for  vaccination  and  immunisation  throughout  the  district. 

Vaccination  against  Measles  shows  a considerable  increase  on 
the  1969  figures  when  the  vaccine  was  in  short  supply. 

Rubella  vaccination  was  carried  out  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  on  13  year  old  school  girls,  this  will  become  routine  with 
school  schemes  being  held  annually. 
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TABLE  19 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Completed  Courses  of  Immunisations  for  which  Records 

WERE  RECEIVED  DURING,  1970 

Completed  Primary  Courses 


Ye 

ar  of  Birth 

Others 

Type  of  vaccine 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1963- 

1966 

under 
age  16 

Total 

1.  Quadruple  DTPP 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Triple  DTP 

3.  Diphtheria/ 

40 

776 

172 

18 

29 

— 

1035 

Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



4.  Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

6.  Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Tetanus 









10 

28 

38 

8.  Salk 





— 

— 





— 

9.  Sabin 

42 
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27 
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9 

1175 

10.  Measles 

— 
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243 

101 

391 

48 
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11.  Rubella 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

285 

285 

Reinforcing  Doses 


1.  Quadruple  DTPP 



— 

— 

— 



— 



2.  Triple  DTP 

3.  Diphtheria/ 

— 

9 

22 

12 

775 

5 

823 

Pertussis 

— 

— 



— 

— 



_ — . 

4.  Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

58 

11 

70 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Pertussis 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Tetanus 



- 

1 

5 

17 

131 

154 

8.  Salk 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ — . 

— 

— 

9.  Sabin 

— 

3 

22 

12 

816 

6 

859 

10.  Measles 

— • 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

11.  Rubella 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Tuberculin  testing  and  vaccination  of  all  school  children  aged  11 
years  and  upwards  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Of  the  707  children  skin  tested,  13  were  found  to  be  positive  and 
not  eligible  for  vaccination.  Protection  against  tuberculosis  by 
B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  given  to  680  children. 

In  addition  to  this  1,043  school  entrants  were  skin  tested  and  10 
were  found  to  be  positive.  These  were  referred  to  the  chest  physician 
for  further  investigation. 


Cervical  Cytology 

Weekly  sessions  were  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Peterlee,  during 
the  year,  the  details  are  as  follows: — 

No.  of  sessions  held  . . . . . . . . 84 

No.  of  smears  taken  . . . . . . . . 1198 

No.  of  repeat  smears  . . . . . . . . 799 

No.  of  positive  cases  . . . . . . . . — 


Nursing  Equipment 

A store  of  nursing  equipment  is  maintained  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. Issues  are  made  on  the  recommendation  of  a doctor,  health 
visitor,  district  nurse  or  social  worker.  During  the  vear  910  issues 
were  made  compared  to  851  in  1969.  Table  20  gives  details. 

The  demand  for  disposable  incontinence  pads  continued  during 
the  year  and  the  number  issued  was  3,400  compared  with  3,240 
in  1969. 


Chiropody 

Regular  sessions  were  held  at  clinics  throughout  the  district  and 
domiciliary  visits  were  arranged  for  persons  unable  to  travel.  The 
service  which  was  initially  provided  for  persons  of  pensionable  age 
has  now  been  extended  to  include  handicapped  persons  and  school 
children,  free  of  charge. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  three  full-time  Senior 
Chiropodists  who  gave  8,149  treatments  compared  to  7,365  in  1969. 

Table  21  gives  details. 
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TABLE  20  - Equipment  Loaned  during  1970 


Articles 

No. 

Articles 

No. 

Air  Rings 

35 

Invalid  Chairs  (Junior) 

4 

Bath  Mats 

17 

Lifting  Poles  . . 

2 

Bath  Rails 

19 

Mattresses  (Dunlopillo) 

2 

Bath  Seats 

28 

Patient  Lifter  (hoist)  . . 

2 

Bedcages.  . 

48 

Plastic  Sheets  . . 

83 

Bedpans  . . 

88 

Powell  Seat  Unit 

1 

Bedrests  . . 

97 

Rubber  Sheeting 

12 

Bedsteads 

15 

Sorbo  Mattresses 

13 

Bed  Table 

1 

Sorbo  Rings 

10 

Commodes 

124 

Sorbo  Squares  . . 

9 

Crutches  . . 

11 

Toilet  Seat  (raised) 

6 

Crutches  — Elbow 

4 

Toilet  Aid 

4 

Cushions 

18 

Tripod  Sticks  . . 

19 

Eneuresis  Sets  . . 

18 

Urinals,  Male  . . 

57 

Fracture  Boards 

18 

Walking  Aids  . . 

30 

Invalid  Chairs  (adult)  . . 

77 

Walking  Sticks 

28 

TABLE  21 


Centre 


Chiropody  Service 

No.  of  treatments 


Horden  . . . . . . . . . . 1042 

Murton  . . . . . . . . . . 1161 

Easington  . . . . . . . . . . 913 

Peterlee  . . . . . . . . . . 985 

Thornley  . . . . . . . . . . 228 

Wingate  . . . . . . . . . . 1217 

Shotton  . . . . . . . . . . 322 

Wheatley  Hill  478 


6346 

Domiciliary  Treatment  . . . . . . 1803 


Total  . . 


8149 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  demand  for  this  service  continued  to  increase  during  1970 
and  a greater  number  of  people  were  receiving  assistance  than 
previously. 

The  district  is  divided  into  two  areas  each  supervised  by  an 
organiser,  who  engages  and  places  domestic  helps  and  investigates 
all  applications  for  help. 

Charges 

The  charge  for  the  service  was  6s.  lid.  per  hour,  but  the  amount 
payable  may  be  reduced  in  accordance  with  the  scale  of  charges 
which  takes  into  account  the  ability  of  the  family  or  individual 
to  pay. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  accomplished  during  1970: — 
Cases  provided  with  help: — 

Aged  over  65  years  . . . . . . . . . . 881 

Chronic  sick  (aged  under  65  years)  . . . . . . 69 

Maternity  cases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


952 


No.  of  cases  attended  1st  January,  1970  . . . . 742 

*No.  of  new  cases  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 233 

No.  of  cases  terminated  during  the  year  . . . . . . 199 

No.  of  cases  attended  31st  December,  1970  . . . . 776 

No.  of  cases  on  waiting  list  at  31st  December,  1970  13 

No.  of  visits  paid  by  organisers  ..  ..  ..  ..  5287 

No  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1970  359 


*Including  23  cases  which  ceased  and  recommenced  later  in  the  year. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Staff 

Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  . . . . . . . . 1 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Supervisors  - Junior  Training  Centre  . . . . . . 1 

Superintendent  (Male)  - Adult  Training  Centre  . . . . 1 

Deputy  Superintendent  (Female)  - Adult  Training  Centre . . 1 

Other  Supervisory  Staff  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Craft  Instructors  (Male)  - Adult  Training  Centre  . . . . 1 

The  Craft  Instructor  returned  to  duty  after  successfully  com- 
pleting a course  leading  to  the  Diploma  of  Teachers  of  the  Mentally 
Handicapped. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 


Hospital  Admissions 

TABLE  22 


Hospital 

Sect.  25 

Sect.  26 

Sect.  29 

Sect.  60 

Inform. 

Temp. 

Total 

Mentally  III 

Winterton,  Sedgefield 

2 

48 

11 

61 

Cherry  Knowle,  Ryhope 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

General  Hospital,  H’pool 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

6 

Total 

2 

— 

55 

— - 

14 

— 

71 

Mentally  Sub-normal 
Prudhoe  <fe  Monkton 

Aycliffe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Earl’s  House,  Durham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Ascertainment 

Cases  of  mental  subnormality  are  notified  by  School  Medical 
Officers,  General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors,  Social  Workers 
and  Hospitals.  Under  section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  the 
Local  Education  Authority  notified  seven  boys  and  three  girls  as  un- 
suitable for  education  at  school. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  377  mentally  sub-normal 
persons  on  the  register,  22  of  these  being  added  during  the  year, 
compared  with  26  in  1969. 

The  supervision  of  mentally  subnormal  persons  is  carried  out 
mainly  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  although  Health  Visitors  continue 
to  supervise  younger  children.  During  the  year  2,031  visits  were 
made,  89  of  these  by  Health  Visitors. 


Training  Centres 

Both  Junior  and  Adult  Training  Centres  at  Easington  continued 
to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  on  31st  December,  1970, 
44  children  were  in  attendance  at  the  Junior  Training  Centre  and 
56  trainees  at  the  Adult  Training  Centre. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY-SIGHTED 

Register  and  Registration  of  Blind  Persons 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  31st  December, 
1970,  was  141,  a decrease  of  ten  during  the  year.  Table  23  gives 
details. 


TABLE  23 

Blind  Population  according  to  Age  and  Sex 


1 and 
under 

2- 

4 

5- 

10 

Il- 

ls 

16- 

20 

21- 

29 

30- 

39 

40- 

49 

50- 

59 

60- 

64 

65- 

69 

70- 

79 

80  & 
Over 

Total 

M 

— 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

4 

0 

7 

4 

16 

9 

61 

f 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

5 

9 

5 

9 

24 

24 

80 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

6 

9 

15 

12 

13 

40 

33 

141 

During  this  period  7 blind  persons  were  added  to  the  register 
and  17  either  died  or  left  the  district. 


Three  part-time  ophthalmologists  examined  29  cases  referred  to 
them.  These  cases  were  classified  as  follows: — 

First  Examination 

No.  certified  blind  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

No.  certified  partially-sighted  . . . . . . . . 10 

No.  certified  not  blind  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

17 

Re-examinations 

No.  certified  blind  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

No.  certified  partially- sighted  . . . . . . . . 9 

No.  certified  not  blind  . . . . . . . . . . — 

No  de-certified  from  partially- sighted  register  . . . . 1 

12 


Registration  of  Partially- Sighted 

The  number  of  partially- sighted  persons  on  the  CounciTs  register 
on  31st  December,  1970,  was  58  compared  to  53  in  1969.  Table  24 
gives  details. 
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TABLE  24 

Partiaily-sighted  Persons  according  to  Age  and  Sex 


0-1 

2-4 

5-15 

16-20 

21-49 

50-64 

65  and  over 

Total 

IVI 

— 

— 

0 

1 

2 

3 

13 

28 

F 

— 

— 

4 

— 

3 

4 

19 

30 

Total 

— 

— 

13 

1 

5 

7 

32 

58 

Employment 


The  following  information  relates  to  trained  blind  j)ersons  in 
employment  at  the  end  of  the  3^ear. 

Institution 

Workers 

Royal  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Sunderland  . . 1 

Hartlepool  Workshops  for  the  Blind,  Hartlepool  . . 3 


Home  Teaching  Service 

One  Social  Worker  for  the  Blind  is  employed  by  this  Authority. 
Visits  are  paid  regularly  to  blind  persons,  classes  are  held  for 
teaching  handicrafts. 


Talking  Book  Machines 

At  the  end  of  the  year  21  blind  persons  were  using  Talking  Book 
Machines. 


WELFARE  OF  THE  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  238  males  and  202  females  on 
the  register,  an  increase  of  114  during  the  year.  The  Council  continues 
to  adapt  houses  and  build  special  purpose  bungalows  so  as  to  give 
greater  convenience  and  comfort  to  the  physically  handicapped. 

During  the  year,  car  badges  were  issued  to  nineteen  disabled 
drivers  to  enable  them  to  obtain  parking  privileges. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF 

This  service  is  operated  on  an  agency  agreement  with  the  North- 
umberland and  Durham  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  Welfare 
Officers  visit  and  look  after  the  general  welfare  of  registered  persons. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  persons  registered  as  deaf  or 
hard  of  hearing  was  47,  classified  as  follows: — 

M.  F.  Total 

Under  16  years  . . . . . . . . 2 2 4 

16-64  years  . . . . . . . . . . 19  19  38 

65  years  and  over  . . . . . . . . 14  5 

22  25  47 
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FAMILY  CASE  WORK 

Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1963 

During  the  year,  the  officers  of  this  department  received  appli- 
cations for  assistance  on  536  occasions.  Most  of  these  involved 
families  which  were  on  the  verge  of  breakdown  due  to  a variety  of 
problems.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  150  such  families  were  under 
supervision  and  the  officers  concerned  had  made  2,761  visits  during 
the  year.  Material  assistance  was  given  to  63  families  in  the  way 
of  furniture  and  bedding  donated  l)y  private  persons. 

As  most  of  the  problems  involve  housing,  a system  has  been 
evolved  whereby  this  de])artment  is  informed  as  early  as  possible 
when  Notices  to  Quit  are  issued,  so  that  the  appropriate  officer 
may  visit  and  try  to  solve  the  })roblem  before  any  eviction  is 
necessary.  Out  of  2,212  Notices  to  Quit  issued  only  19  families 
were  actually  evicted  during  the  year. 

A Family  Case  Conference  is  held  at  Peterlee  at  regular  intervals 
during  the  year.  The  conference  is  to  co-ordinate  different  services 
involved  with  problem  families,  i.e.  Health  Visitors,  Domestic 
Help  Organisers,  Social  Workers,  Children’s  Officer,  representatives 
from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  and  Probation 
Services. 


SECTION  V 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
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The  percentage  of  children  whose  physical  conditions  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  was  0.75%.  This  is  a small  increase  on  1969  the 
figure  of  0.59%. 

The  number  of  children  inspected  was  2,133  of  which  11  were 
specials. 

49  re- inspections  were  carried  out. 

The  number  of  children  in  schools  at  January,  1971  was,  17,058 
divided  as  follows: — 


Number 

Children 

oil  Poll 

Nursery 

1 

40 

Primary 

46 

10,685 

Secondary,  Grammar,  Comprehensive 

13 

6,213 

E.S.N.  Day  . . 

1 

120 

61 

17,058 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  DURING 

THE  YEAR 


Defect  or 

Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

Total 

(T) 

(0) 

(T) 

(0) 

(T) 

(0) 

(T) 

(0) 

8kin 

40 

10 

22 

1 

5 

1 

67 

12 

Eyes — ■ 

{a)  Vision 

204 

145 

111 

25 

24 

7 

339 

177 

(6)  Squint 

83 

26 

17 

4 

8 

1 

108 

31 

(c)  Other 

9 

W 

— • 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Ears — 

(a)  Hearing 

19 

104 

4 

2 

— 

2 

23 

108 

(6)  Otitis  Media  . . 

4 

12 

3 

3 

2 

1 

9 

16 

(c)  Other 

5 

1 

3 

— 

2 



10 

1 

Nose  and  Throat 

48 

189 

7 

5 

3 

2 

58 

196 

Speech  . . 

9 

36 

1 

1 

■ — - 

— 

10 

37 

Lymphatic  0 lands  . . 

— 

8 

1 

1 

— 

■ — 

1 

9 

Heart 

3 

14 

• — - 

4 

— 

— 

3 

18 

Lungs 

21 

26 

8 

7 

1 

2 

30 

35 

Developmental  - 

(a)  Hernia 

4 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

(h)  Other 

2 

10 

1 



— 



3 

10 

Ortliopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

(6)  Feet 

16 

8 

3 

6 

2 

2 

21 

16 

(c)  Other 

6 

7 

8 

6 

1 



15 

13 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy  . . 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

(6)  Other 

3 

3 

5 

■ — ■ 

— 

1 

8 

4 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

5 

17 

3 

6 

— 

2 

8 

25 

(6)  Stability  . . 

7 

11 

5 

5 

— 

1 

12 

17 

Abdomen 

11 

11 

1 

4 

1 

3 

13 

18 

Other 

8 

7 

20 

3 

2 

1 

30 

11 

(T)  Niimber  of  pupils  foimd  to  need  treatment. 

(O)  Number  of  pupils  found  to  need  observation. 
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SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 


Special  Inspections 

Defect  or  Disease 

lhi]^ils  requiring 
T reatment 

Pu]:)ils  requiring 
Observation 

Skin  . . 

3 

— 

Eyes — 

(n)  Vision 

1 

— 

(b)  Squint 

— 

— 

(c)  Other.  . 

— 

— 

Ears — 

(a)  Hearing 

— 

1 

(6)  Otitis  Media^ 

— 

— ■ 

(c)  Other.  . 

— 

— 

Nose  and  Throat 

— 

— 

Speech 

— 

— 

Lymphatic  Glands  . . 

— - 

— 

Heart 

— 

1 

Lungs 

1 

— 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

— 

• 

(Z?)  Other.  . 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

- — ■ 

— 

(b)  Eeet  . . 

— 

1 

(c)  Other.  . 

— • 

2 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

— 

— 

{b)  Other.  . 

— 

1 

Psychological — 

{a)  Development 

■ — ■ 

1 

{b)  Stability 

3 

— 

Abdomen 

1 

— 

Other . . 

— 

— 

54 


PERMANENT  SCHOOL  CLINICS 


Clinic 

Sessions  Sessions 

Pbterlee 

Fleming 

Place 

Medical  Officer  Friday  Speech  Therapist — Mon., 

Dental  Officer  Daily  Wffid.  (a.m.)  Thur.,  Fri.(p.m.) 

Child  Guidance  Clinic  Fducational  Psychologist — 

Wednesday  (alternate)  By  arrangement 

Audiometrician — 

By  arrangement 
Ophthalmologist  Fri.  (a.m.) 
Building  used  by  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and 
School  Health  Service 

IVlURTON 

Woods 

Terrace 

Medical  Officer  Alt.  Thur.  (a.m.)  Educational  Psychologist — 

By  arrangement 
Audiometrician — 

Dental  Officer  Wed.  & Fri.  By  arrangement 

Speech  Therapist  Tues.  (a.m.) 

Building  used  by  Maternity  and  Child  tVelfare  and 
School  Health  Service 

Wingate 

‘Oaklea’, 

Fir  Tree 

Medical  Officer  alt.  Mon.  (a.m.)  Speech  Therapist  Wed.(p.m.) 
Dental  Officer  Mon.,  Tues.,  Educational  Psychologist 

& Thursday.  By  arrangement 

Oplithalmologist  Wednesday  (a.m.) 

Building  used  by  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and 
School  Health  Service 

Wheatley 

Hill 

School 

House, 

F rent 

Street 

Medical  Officer 

Alt.  Thursdays  (p.m.)  Educational  Psychologist 

By  arrangement 

Building  used  by  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and 
School  Health  Service 

The  School  clinics  continue  to  be  held  at  hxed  times  to  allow  Head 
Teachers,  Educational  Welfare  Officers,  etc.  to  refer  children  without 
previous  appointment,  when  they  require  a medical  examination. 

The  majority  of  children  seen  at  school  clinics  attend  by 
appointment,  e.g.  persistent  absentees,  requests  for  change  of  school, 
behaviour  problems,  etc.  The  majority  of  college  entrants  and 
Superannuation  and  Sick  Pa}^  examinations  are  also  carried  out 
during  the  routine  clinic  times. 
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Analysis  of  Cases  examined  at  the  School  Clinics  during 

the  year  1970 


Defect  or  Disease 

No.  of  cases 

No.  Exam. 

1.  Cleanliness  . . 

— 

— 

2.  Infestation  - Head 

1 

1 

Bod}' 

— 

— 

3.  Teeth 

1 

1 

4.  Skin  [a]  Ringworm  of  Scalp 

— ■ 

— 

(6)  Ringworm  of  Body 

1 

1 

(c)  Other 

13 

21 

5.  Eyes  {a)  Vision 

43 

45 

(6)  Squint 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

4 

4 

6.  Ears  [a)  Hearing  . . 

446 

1009 

(6)  Otitis  Media — R 

— L 

(c)  Other 

1 

1 

1 

3 

7.  Nose  and  throat 

17 

25 

8.  Speech 

8 

8 

9.  Lym])hatic  Glands  . . 

— 

— 

10.  Heart  and  Circulation 

5 

6 

11.  Lungs 

11 

24 

12.  Development(a)  Hernia  . . 

— 

— 

(6)  Other  . . 

2 

•) 

13.  Orthopaedic  [a)  Posture.  . 

— 

— 

{h)  Feet 

9 

W 

2 

(c)  Other 

8 

11 

14.  Nervous  System  {a)  Epilepsy 

1 

1 

\h)  Other 

6 

10 

15.  Psychological  {a)  Development 

9 

14 

(b)  Stability 

62 

172 

16.  Abdomen 

10 

12 

17.  General  Debility 

17 

65 

18.  Other  Defects 

9 

12 

19.  No  appreciable  Defect  or  Disease 

3 

3 

Totals 

693 

1,453 
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Other  Facilities  for  Medical  Treatment 

Vision  Testing 

Weekly  Sessions  continue  to  be  held  at  Peterlee  and  Wingate 
School  Clinics.  During  the  year  633  children  were  tested  and  spect- 
acles were  prescribed  in  273  cases. 

69  children  who  required  orthoptic  treatment  were  referred  to 
Sunderland  Eye  Infirmary. 

Vision  Testing  was  also  cai-ried  out  in  schools  prior  to  school 
medical  inspection. 

Audiometric  Testing 

The  Audiometrician  continued  to  visit  Infant  Schools  to  carry 
out  a sweep  test  of  hearing  and  45  schools  were  visited  during  the 
year.  3,781  were  tested  and  of  these  291,  i.e.  7.70%,  failed  testing. 
In  addition,  all  children  referred  for  speech  therap}^  or  for  examina- 
tion as  possibly  educationally  sub-normal  are  also  tested  for  possible 
hearing  loss. 

1,335  appointments  for  audiometric  tests  were  arranged  at  school 
clinics  throughout  the  area  during  the  year  and  the  results  were 
as  follows: — 

P.H.U 1 

Referred  to  G.P.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 

For  further  Observation.  . . . . . . . . . . . 704 

Appointments  not  kept  . . . . . . . . . . . . 311 

No  further  action.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226 

Hearing  Aids 

All  children  with  hearing  aids  who  attend  ordinary  schools  are 
seen  at  intervals  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  together  with 
Mr.  L.  C.  Smith,  County  Organiser  for  Deaf  Education.  Annual 
reports  are  also  received  from  the  Head  Teachers  on  the  pupils 
educational  progress.  After  the  reports  are  received,  the  children 
are  then  examined  to  ensure  that  each  is  receiving  the  maximum 
benefit  from  the  hearing  aid.  At  the  end  of  1970,  17  children  were 
wearing  hearing  aids,  12  of  these  were  attending  ordinary  schools, 
3 attending  Partially  Hearing  Units,  1 attending  residential  school 
for  the  Deaf  and  1 was  a pre-school  child.  In  addition,  pre-school 
children  referred  by  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  as  having  possible  hear- 
ing defects  are  also  seen  at  these  joint  clinics. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic 

Dr.  E.  Bruce,  Assistant  Psychiatrist,  holds  one  day  sessions  on 
alternate  Wednesdays  at  Peterlee  Clinic. 

During  the  year,  there  were  153  attendances  b}^  43  children.  Of 
these,  14  were  carried  forward  from  1969  and  29  were  new  cases. 
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15  children  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the  year,  1 girl 
was  admitted  to  the  Chester-le-Street  Childrens  Homes.  1 boy  who 
was  admitted  to  Leafield  Hostel  in  1969  attended  child  guidance 
and  1 boy  was  recommended  for  admission  to  Leafield  Hostel. 

One  boy  seen  at  the  child  guidance  clinic  was  recommended 
for  replacement  at  Redworth  Hall  Residential  School  and  one  boy 
was  placed  in  Red  Hill  Special  School. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  two  girls  and  two  boys  were  awaiting 
placement  in  Maladjusted  schools. 

There  is  still  a lengthy  waiting  list  and  children  have  to  wait 
several  weeks  for  an  appointment.  Cases  are  generally  referred 
by  the  Educational  Psychologist,  the  family  doctor  and  the  courts. 

Physically  and  mentally  handicapped  children  are  ascertained 
either  at  clinics  or  where  necessary  at  home. 

The  following  figures  show  the  distribution  of  handicapped 


children  in  the  various  categories  at  the 

end  of  the  year. 

Blind 

4 

Partially  sighted  . . 

8 

Deaf 

*y 

Partially  hearing 

8 

Physically  Handicapj)ed 

25 

Delicate 

10 

Epileptic  . . 

— 

E.S.N 

179 

Maladjusted 

11 

The  above  figures  include  pupils  at 

ordinary  schools.  In 

all  39 

children  are  attending  special  schools. 

(Apart  from  E.S.N.) 

(a)  Blind 

During  the  year,  one  pupil  moved  out  of  the  area  and  another 
one  transferred  from  Queen  Alexandra  College  to  the  Royal  Normal 
College.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  four  pupils  in  residential 
schools  for  the  blind. 

Partially  Sighted 

During  the  year,  one  pupil  left  a Partially  Sighted  residential 
school  and  one  pupil  was  admitted  to  the  Day  School  for  Partially 
Sighted  making  a total  of  eight  pupils  in  Residential  and  Day 
schools  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  Deaf  and  Partially  Hearing 

During  the  year,  one  pupil  was  admitted  to  the  Northern  Counties 
Boarding  School  for  deaf,  making  a total  of  three  pupils  in  Boarding 


Schools  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Five  pupils  were  admitted  to  the 
Partially  Hearing  Unit  during  the  year  and  twelve  pupils  left.  Four 
of  the  five  pupils  who  were  admitted,  left  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  leaving  eight  ]:)upils  in  Partially  Hearing  Units  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


(c)  Physically  Handicapped  Pupils 

One  pupil  left  a Boarding  School  during  the  3^ear  and  there  are 
four  jDupils  in  Hay  Schools  making  a total  of  six  pupils  in  Physically 
Handicap])ed  Schools. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  four  pupils  were  receiving  home  tuition. 
One  boy  who  was  recommended  for  home  tuition  during  the  year 
was  admitted  to  a Partially  Sighted  Hay  School  and  two  pupils  were 
still  awaiting  home  tuition  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Fifteen  pupils  were  receiving  special  transport  to  schools  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

(d)  Delicate  Pupils 

Huring  the  year,  one  pupil  was  admitted  to  a Boarding  School  and 
two  pupils  left  such  schools  making  a total  of  three  pupils  in  Boarding 
Schools  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Four  pupils  were  receiving  home 
tuition  and  two  were  receiving  special  transport  to  school.  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  one  pupil  was  still  awaiting  placement  in  a Special 
School  for  Helicate. 

(e)  Epileptic  Pupils 

Special  Transport  was  discontinued  for  one  boy  who  left  an 
ordinarv  school  at  the  end  of  the  summer  term. 

(f ) Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils 

Five  pupils  were  admitted  to  E.S.N.  Residential  Schools  and 
four  pupils  left  during  the  year  making  a total  of  1 6 pupils  attending 
residential  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year.  119  pupils  are  attending  the 
Special  Hay  School  at  Horden.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were 
stiU  4 children  attending  the  Hay  School  living  outside  the  Easington 
Rural  Histrict  Area. 

(g)  Maladjusted  Pupils 

Huring  the  year,  two  boys  were  admitted  to  Residential  Schools 
for  the  Maladjusted  and  one  boy  left.  One  pupil  transferred  from 
Cicely  Haughton  Residential  School  to  Redworth  Hall  making  a 
total  of  seven  pupils  in  Residential  Schools.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
two  girls  and  two  boys  were  still  awaiting  placement. 


MISCELLANEOUS  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1969) 


For  part-time  employment  while  still  attending  school  2 (5) 

College  Entrants  and  Intending  Teachers  . . . . 101  (107) 

Superannuation  and  Sick  Pay  Cases  . . . . . . 95  (156) 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Heaf  testing  of  school  entrants,  testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination 
of  children  in  Secondary  Modern  Schools  was  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff.  Tlie  Medical  Officer  also 
offered  a further  course  of  Pubella  to  all  thirteen  year  old  girls  in 
senior  schools. 

During  the  year  a total  of  38  schools  were  visited  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  and  staff  in  order  to  carry  out  Poliomyelitis  and 
Diphtheria  Tetanus  vaccination.  117  full  courses  of  poliomyelitis 
and  321  poliomyelitis  boosters  were  given.  In  an  offer  to  school 
entrants,  450  booster  doses  and  112  primary  immunisations  of 
diphtheria  tetanus  were  given. 


60 


DENTAL  SERVICES 

The  four  dental  surgeries  are  still  in  operation,  two  surgeries  at 
Peterlee  working  full-time  and  Wingate  and  Murton  part-time. 
Mr.  1).  A.  Dixon,  Consultant  Orthodontist  attended  Peterlee  Clinic 
each  month  and  Dr.  H.  G.  Saunders,  Consultant  Anaesthetist 
attends  all  clinics  to  administer  general  anaesthetics. 


Attendances  and  Treatment 


Ages 

Ages 

Ages 

Total 

5 to  9 

10  to  14 

1 5 and  over 

First  Visit  . . 

1 ,585 

1,428 

266 

3,279 

Subsequent  Visits  . . 

2,075 

2,542 

383 

5,000 

Total  Visits . . 

3,660 

3,970 

649 

8,279 

Additional  courses  of  treat- 

ment commenced 

125 

153 

15 

293 

Fillings  in  permanent  teeth 

1,736 

3,508 

789 

6,033 

Fillings  in  deciduous  teeth 

1,717 

41 

— 

1,758 

Permanent  Teeth  filled 

1 ,338 

2,919 

738 

4,995 

Deciduous  teeth  filled 

1,425 

34 

— 

1 ,459 

Permanent  teeth  extracted 

128 

546 

88 

762 

Deciduous  teeth  extracted 

2,545 

705 

— 

3,250 

General  anaesthetics 

849 

365 

22 

1,236 

Emergencies 

47 

33 

6 

86 

Number  of  pupils 

x-rayed 

. . 281 

Prophylaxis 

• • . 

• 

. . 366 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved 

, , 

. . 404 

Number  of  teeth  i 

•oot  filled 

20 

Inlays 

. . • 

• • 

1 

Crowns 

• • • 

. • 

7 

Courses 

• • • 

* , 

. . 2,661 

Orthodontics 

Cases  remaining  from  previous  year  . . 96 


New  cases  commenced  during  year  . . 150 

Cases  completed  during  year  . . . . 106 

Cases  discontinued  during  year  . . 12 

No.  of  removable  appliances  fitted  . . 205 

No.  of  fixed  appliances  fitted  . . 4 


Pupils  referred  to  Hospital  Consultant  30 


Prosthetics 


5 to  9 10  to  14  ]5+  Total 

Pupils  supplied  with  F.U. 

or  F.L.  (first  time)  . . — — — — 

Pupils  supplied  with  other 

dentures  (first  time)  . . 1 19  5 25 

Number  of  dentures 

supplied  ......  1 23  5 29 

Anaesthetics 

General  Anaesthetics  administered  by  Dental  Officers  Nil 

Inspections 

(a)  First  inspection  at  school.  Number  of  Pupils  . . 7,400 

(b)  First  inspection  at  clinic.  Number  of  Pupils  . . 886 

Number  of  (a)  + (b)  found  to  require  treatment  3,702 
Number  of  (a)  -f  (b)  offered  treatment  . . 3,680 

(c)  Pupils  re-inspected  at  school  or  clinic  ..  ..  1,053 

Number  of  (c)  found  to  require  treatment  . . 374 

Sessions 

Sessions  devoted  to  treatment  . . 1,182 

Sessions  devoted  to  inspection  . . 48 

Sessions  devoted  to  Dental  Health 

Education  . . . . . . . . 10 
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CLEANLINESS  INSPECTION  IN  SCHOOLS 


The  4 school  Nurses  carried  out  the  majority  of  the  cleanliness 
inspection  with  some  help  from  health  visitors.  718  visits  were 
made  to  schools,  details  as  follows: — 


1st  Inspection 

No. 

Inspected 

14,800 

No. 

Unclean 

10 

No. 

Verminous 

10 

1st  Re-inspection 

1,717 

9 

w 

3 

2nd  Re-Inspection 

1,885 

9 

10 

3rd  Re-Inspection 

1,703 

1 

10 

4th  Re-Inspection 

2,005 

3 

14 

5th  Re-Inspection 

2,252 

3 

10 

6th  Re-Inspection 

1,926 

8 

7 

7th  Re-Inspection 

1,546 

15 

3 

8th  Re-Inspection 

1,282 

10 

6 

9th  Re-Inspection 

1,202 

7 

10 

1 0th  Re-Inspection 

519 

5 

9 

11th  Re-Inspection 

40 

— 

5 

12th  Re-Inspection 

24 

— 

— ■ 

Following  these  inspections  2,288  visits  were  paid  to  the  children’s 
homes.  School  nurses  also  made  follow  up  visits  to  the  homes  of 
those  children  who  have  been  discharged  from  hospital. 

School  nurses  have  also  carried  out  visits  following  complaints 
by  E.W.O.’S  Head  Teachers,  etc  (e.g.  query  scabies  and  impetigo) 
and  also  in  connection  with  various  services  of  Health  Department 
applicable  to  school  children.  The  school  nurses  also  carried  out 
a large  number  of  foot  inspections  both  in  the  homes  and  schools. 
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SECTION  VI 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


IvEPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBHC  HeALTH  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  a report  of  the  work  undertaken  by 
the  Inspectors  of  this  Department  during  the  year  1970. 

Part  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Inspectors  has  been  put  in 
table  form  and  as  will  be  seen  the  many  aspects  of  environmental 
hygiene  have  been  well  covered. 

Again  much  time  has  been  given  to  food  and  meat  hygiene  and 
inspection,  whilst  on  the  Housing  side,  not  only  was  time  given  to 
Clearance  of  houses,  but  also  to  the  greater  number  of  Standard 
Grant  applications  as  had  been  hoped. 

I am  once  again  grateful  for  the  assistance  of  my  colleagues 
and  the  co-operation  of  the  Chief  Officers. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.  E.  V.  W APR  AND 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Water  Supply 

The  Htatutory  water  undertaking  is  Sunderland  & South  Shields 
Water  Company,  and  water  which  is  supplied  to  all  parts  of  the 
rural  district,  is  adequate  in  quantity. 

Forty-four  samples  of  mains  water  were  taken  from  consumers’ 
premises  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the 
Pid^lic  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland.  All  were  reported  as  satis- 
factory. 


A typical  analysis  of  a mains  supply  is  as  follows: — 


Chemical  Analysis 

Expressed  in 
Parts  per  Million 

Dissolved  Oxygen  . . 

. . — 

Free  CO2 

. . — 

Alkalinity  (CaCOs)  . . 

164-0 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

38-0 

Amoniacal  Nitrogen 

0-008 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

. , — 

Nitrite  as  Nitrogen  . . 

nil 

Nitrate  as  Nitrogen.  . 

0-8 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  37°C.) 

0-71 

Temporary  Hardness 

164-0 

Permanent  Hardness 

55-0 

Total  Hardness 

219-0 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  180°C.) 

390-0 

Suspended  Solids  (dried  at  I05°C.) 

. . — 

Calcium  (Ca) 

44-0 

Magnesium  (Mg) 

26-0 

Aluminium  (Al) 

nil 

Iron  (Fe) 

0-05 

Manganese  (Mn) 

nil 

Carbonate  (CO3) 

98-0 

Sulphate  (SO4) 

97-0 

Silica  (Si02)  . . 

4-0 

Residual  Chlorine  . . 

<0-1 

Fluoride  as  F 

0-3 

The  above  analysis  relates  to  the  water  sup}3lied  from  New 
Winning  Pumping  Station,  and  although  of  a temporary  hard 
nature  is  satisfactory  in  quality. 

Further  to  the  above,  18  samples  were  taken  from  two  school 
swimming  pools.  Again,  one  sample  had  a high  bacterial  count,  but 
after  adjustment  of  the  chemical  dosage  apparatus,  subsequent 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses 
(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

N umber 

No.  of 

No.  of 

of 

Houses 

Houses 

Area 

ho  uses 

with 

with 

LOCALITY 

Estimated 

in 

and  other 

mains 

mains 

population 

acres 

premises 

supply 

supply 

with 

direct 

from 

dwelling 

ac’m’dat’n 

to 

stand- 

houses 

pipes 

Burdon  . . 

Seaton  with 

72 

1280 

27 

Slingley 

441 

1392 

183 

218 

— 

Warden  Law 

14 

500 

8 

Castle  Eden 

362 

1546 

168 

168 

— 

Cold  Heslodon  . . 

815 

1150 

305 

563 

Dalton-le-Dale  . . 

642 

691 

258 

Easington 

9002 

3709 

3170 

3170 

— 

Haswell 

South  Hetton  . . 

2140 

2731 

3767 

1765 

1765 

— 

Hutton  Henry  . . 
Station  Town  . . 

322 

1827 

2012 

806 

806 

— 

Hawthorn  . . 

266 

1413 

129 

129 

— 

Blackball 

Hesledens 

5957 

1080 

2654 

2510 

2510 

— 

Murton  East 

8224 

1406 

3001 

3001 

— 

Sheraton  with 

Hularn 

83 

2346 

41 

44 

Nesbitt 

7 

333 

3 

Shotton 

5123 

1421 

1760 

1760 

— 

Horden 

11118 

1302 

3699 

3699 

— 

Peterlee 

21277 

2007 

6917 

6917 

— 

Thornley 

3791 

1148 

1402 

1402 

— 

Wingate 

3292 

Wheatley  Hill  . . 

5182 

4570 

3711 

3711 

— 

Trimdon 

1532 

TOTALS  . . 

85300 

34647 

29863 

29863 

— 
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The  following  table  shows  the  principal  nuisances  and  defects 
dealt  with  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts: — 


No.  of 
inspections 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing: 

Public  Health 

and  Housing  Acts  . . 

4824 

206 

9 

180 

Overcrowding 

41 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Insufficient 

Defective 

59 

10 

— 

9 

Drainage 

324 

46 

4 

56 

Water  Supply 

162 

6 

- — 

6 

Food  Premises  . . 

2151 

25 

— 

15 

O.S.  & R.P.  Act 

206 

5 

— 

5 

Dairies 

93 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses : 

Public 

_ 

Private  . . 

1301 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

58 

— • 

1 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  & Workplaces 

233 

10 

— 

8 

Keeping  of  Animals 

29 

6 

— 

5 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
Receptacles 

30 

5 

— 

4 

Offensive  accumulations 

123 

16 

— 

14 

Smoke  Nuisances 

79 

1 

— 

1 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949 

1924 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

11637 

338 

14 

305 
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Clean  Am  Act,  1956-70 

316  visits  were  made,  79  after  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  and 
237  in  connection  with  the  proposed  Smoke  Control  Area  of  Peterlee. 
Plans  submitted  to  the  Engineer  & Surveyor  were  vetted  for  correct 
chimney  heights,  the  type  of  furnaces,  etc.,  and  a])proved  after 
consultation  with  the  contractors. 

Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

There  are  112  caravans  on  the  three  licensed  sites. 

The  local  authority  site  houses  a])proximately  1300  caravans 
during  the  summer  months. 

All  sites  are  subject  to  frequent  inspections. 

Verminous  Premises 

Three  Council  houses  and  hve  ])rivate  houses  were  disinfested  of 
bed  bugs.  Accounts  were  rendered  in  the  case  of  all  jirivately  owned 
dwellings  to  cover  the  cost  of  time  and  materials  used. 

In  166  cases  of  infestation  of  house  property  by  cockroaches,  etc., 
advice  and  active  assistance  were  given. 

Infectious  Disease  Investigation 

53  visits  to  households  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
infectious  diseases.  Disinfection  Avas  carried  out  where  necessary 
and  in  the  case  of  Sonne  dysentery,  paratyphoid  fever  and  food 
poisoning  approximately  22  faecal  specimens  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Nevdy  appointed  school  meals  attend- 
ants were  checked  against  the  possibility  of  bowel  infection,  and 
240  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory. 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  etc. 

Fifty- three  inspections  were  carried  out  at  licensed  ])remises 
and  clubs. 

Cinemas  and  Public  Halls 

Sixty-seven  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  heating,  lighting, 
ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation.  Three  informal  notices 
were  served  and  complied  with. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  licensed  in  the  area. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

206  visits  were  made  by  the  inspectors  to  registered  premises. 
3 premises  were  registered  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  627. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  contraventions:- 
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Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

(A)  Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
})romises 
rogistei’ed  during 
the  year 

Nmnber  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  . . 

— 

166 

50 

Retail  Shops 

8 

392 

103 

Wholesale  shops, 
Warehouses 

— 

9 

9 

Catering  establi- 
shments open  to 
the  public,  can- 
teens . . 

59 

56 

Fuel  storage 
depots 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

627 

219 

Total  Number  of  Visits  of  all  Kinds  by  Inspectors  to 
Registered  Premises  under  The  Act — 219 

(B)  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Sec. 

No.  of  Contraventions  found 

Sec. 

No.  of  Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness 

7 

13 

Sitting  facilities  . . 

— 

5 

Overcrowding 

— 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

— 

6 

Temperature 

2 

15 

Eating  facilities  . . 

— 

7 

Ventilation 

— 

16 

Floors,  passages  & stairs 

— 

8 

Lighting  . . 

— ■ 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts 
machinery 

- — ■ 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences  . . 

3 

18 

Protection  of  young  per- 
sons from  dangerous 
machinery 

10 

Washing  facilities 

1 

19 

Training  of  young  persons 
working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

— 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

— 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

1 

24 

First  aid  . . 

1 

Other  matters 

— 

Total 

15 

28  non-fatal  accidents  were  reported. 
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Rodent  Control 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the 
financial  year  at  six-monthly  intervals.  The  following  particulars 
show  that  of  the  190  manholes  baited,  48  gave  evidence  of  rat 
infestation: — 

No.  of  Manholes  Baited  . . . . . . 190 

No.  of  Manholes  Baited  showing  part  takes 

of  poison  bait  . . . . . . . . 30 

No.  of  Manholes  Baited  showing  complete 

takes  of  poison  bait  . . . . . . 18 

During  the  year  inspection  of  560  non-agricultural  properties 
revealed  rat  infestation  in  357  instances  and  mice  infestation  in 
151.  Of  the  67  agricultural  properties  inspected,  7 were  treated 
for  rat  infestation  and  5 for  mice. 
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MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE,  FISHERIES  AND  FOOD 
ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  RATS  AND  MICE 

Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1970 


EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PROPERTIES 
OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

1.  Numbor  of  properties  in 
district 

2.  a Total  number  of  |)ropertios 

(including  nearliy  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification 

b Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 
Number  infested  by  (ii)  IMice 

3.  a Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

b Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 
Number  infested  by  (ii)  Mice 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

33942 

324 

566 

2 

357 

2 

151 

2 

90 

67 

63 

7 

5 

5 

SEWERS 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats 
during  the  year? 


YES 

NO 

, / 

V 

1 1 

1 0 
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Housing 

The  number  of  inspections  of  Council  houses  was  1)7.  Colliery 
property  in  some  villages,  however,  is  still  inspected. 

41  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  overcrowding  conditions  and 
the  facts  reported  to  the  persons  concerned. 

Inspections  and  Notices  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1957-61). 


Number  of  visits  and  re-visits  . . . . 2175 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  . . 52 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  . . 1) 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  . . 49 


Factories  Act,  1961 

During  the  year  233  inspections  of  premises  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above  Act  were  made,  principally  in  connection  with 
sanitary  accommodation,  and  in  those  factories  where  mechanical 
power  is  not  employed  to  ensure  adequate  lighting,  ventilation, 
heating,  general  cleanliness  and  prevention  of  overcrowding  in 
workrooms. 

Ten  informal  notices  to  remedy  defects  were  served,  with 
satisfactory  results  in  all  cases. 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 
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Number  of 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

1 

1 

' 

' 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

rred 

j By  H.M. 

1 Inspector 

(5) 

' 

1 

1 

1 

' 

(M 

1 

1 

CN 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Remedied 

(3) 

r-H 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Found 

(2) 

1 

' 

1 

CM 

1 

1 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Meat 

The  number  of  licensed  private  slaughterhouses  was  seven  and 
a good  standard  was  maintained  at  each  of  the  premises. 

Perusal  of  the  following  tables  will  show  that  19,734  animals 
have  been  slaughtered,  all  of  which  were  inspected,  and  that  1,063 
stones  of  meat  and  edible  offal  were  condemned  and  suitably  disposed 
of. 

No  difficulties  were  experienced  in  maintaining  100%  meat 
inspection.  Charges  for  inspection  of  carcases  passed  for  human 
consumption  are  still  being  made.  A total  of  £894  was  received  for 
this  service  during  the  year. 


Other  Foods 

The  inspectors  of  the  department  have  continued  to  issue  condem- 
nation certificates  in  support  of  trader’s  claims  against  suppliers. 
These  certificates  are  normally  accepted  without  question  by  the 
suppliers. 

During  the  year  189  stones  of  other  foods  were  condemned,  a 
decrease  of  183  stones  on  the  figure  of  372  for  the  year  1 969. 


Poultry 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 
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Carcases,  Organs  and  Offal  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  the  year  1970. 


Carcases,  etc. 

Lungs  (Sets) 

Hearts 

Kidneys 

Livers 

Heads 

and  T 

)ngues 

Sto 

I 

Sets 
machs  t 
atestine 

ind 

s 

Fat 

Udders 

Spleen 

Plucks 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Cow 

Ewe 

Sow 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Abscesses  . . 

6 

91 

1 

1 

2 

Actinobacillosis 

6 

Actinomycosis 

1 

Arthritis 

2 

Ascariasis 

28 

Cirrhosis 

187 

77 

Congestion  . . 

2 

Corynebacterium  . . 

Cystic  conditions  . . 

8 

Cysticercus  Bovis  . . 

2 

Distomatosis 

674  + 405 
Part  Livers 

Emaciation 

9 

1 

Nephritis  . . 

3 

2 

Neoplasm 

1 

Oedema 

2 

2 

Pentastomes 

8 

Pericarditis 

8 

2 

34 

Peritonitis  . . 

1 

2 

Pleurisy 

48 

Pneumonia 

17 

37 

41 

Pyaemia 

2 

Septic  Conditions 

1 

1 

Splenitis 

4 

Telangiectasis 

5 

Traumatism 

2 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

1 

Meat  Surrendered  for  Other  Reasons 

sts. 
8 
2 
13 


Beef 

Pork 

Mutton 


lbs. 

8 

9i 
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Provisions,  Fish,  etc.  Condemned  as  being  unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  the  year  1970 
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Total  weight  of  Meat  and  Edible  Otfal 


condemned 

. . 

1 ,963  sts. 

7 lbs. 

Total  weight 

of  Tinned  Foods,  etc. 

condemned 

. . 

189  sts. 

3f  lbs. 

Total  Weight 

1 ,252  sts. 

lOJlbs. 

= 7 Tons  16  cvl 

bs.  4 st.  lOf 

lbs. 

Weight  of  Meat  and 

Year  ending 

Other 

Foods 

Condemned 

31st  Decern IxT' 

tons 

cwts. 

sts. 

lbs. 

1961  

IS 

15 

6 

13f 

1962  

16 

11 

4 

u 

1963  

14 

13 

! 

9i 

1 964  

16 

12 

2 

9 

1965  

11 

3 

5 

6f 

1966  

14 

16 

2 

Hi 

1967  

16 

13 

0 

If 

1968  

16 

2 

1 

lOf 

1969  

13 

14 

1 

73 
' 4 

1970  

. . 7 

16 

4 

loi 

Public  Health  (Meat)  P^egulations 

In  general  the  conveyances  used  for  the  transport  of  meat  to  the 
retail  premises  in  the  district  were  kept  clean  and  well  maintained. 
On  occasions  a reminder  was  given  on  the  absence  or  condition 
of  the  protective  clothing. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

All  animals  were  stunned  and  slaughtered  by  competent  licensed 
slaughtermen  and  all  precautions  taken  to  prevent  any  unnecessary 
suffering  by  the  animals. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  to  persons 
authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  in  a slaughterhouse  or 
knackers  yard  was  12.  This  figure  included  two  new  licenses  issued 
during  the  year. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

In  the  rural  district  regular  inspections  continued  to  be  made  of 
all  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored,  handled  or  sold. 

Appropriate  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  of  the  Act  requiring  occupiers  of  food  premises  to 
conform  to  the  standards  laid  down. 
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Food  Hyc4IENe  (General)  Regulations,  J970. 

The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as 
follows 


Category 

No.  of 
Premises 

Bakeries 

17 

Bakers’  Shops 

35 

Butchers 

41 

Brewery 

1 

Cafes 

8 

Chemists 

24 

Dairies 

3 

Factory  Canteens 

41 

Food  Factories 

7 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

38 

General  Dealers 

118 

Greengrocers  . . 

26 

Grocers  (including  supermarkets)  . . 

79 

Hotels  & Public  Houses 

60 

Licensed  Clubs 

50 

Oh  Licence  Shops 

7 

School  Kitchens 

o o 

Of) 

Snack  Bars 

12 

Sweet  Shops  . . 

31 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

9 

Wholesale  Premises 

*> 

TOTAL  

643 

N.B.  Where  two  or  more  types  of  trade  are  carried  on  in  the  same 
building,  only  the  major  business  is  included  in  the  above  table. 
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Ice-cream  samples  numbering  93  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  villages  at  which  the  samples  were  collected  and  their  grading 
are  shown  in  table  form.  All  ice-cream  samples  attaining  grades  one 
and  two  are  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  high  standard  in  the 
district  is  still  being  maintained. 


Year 

No.  of  samples 
taken 

No. 

satisfactory 

Percentage 

satisfactory 

1964 

102 

97 

96% 

1965 

97 

96 

99% 

1966 

98 

96 

98% 

1967 

94 

84 

85% 

1968 

99 

92 

93% 

1969 

88 

82 

93% 

1970 

93 

88 

94% 

(All  samples  submitted  to  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test) 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING— YEAR  1970. 
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Methylene  Blue 

Grades 

O ' 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 0-1 

CO 

CO 

o 

O '' 

1 1 1 1 1 ^ 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 

oi 

O) 

CO 

1 M 1 1 M 

oi 

0 ' 

/O 

10-1 

30-0 

20-0 
14-3 
16- 6 

12-9 

1 I I 1 I -rt  I CO  j I OJ  ^ Ol 

oi 

OOOOOt^OOOOOL^O 

C OOOOrHOOOOO>-0>-C! 

O O O O O I'"  O L--  O O CO  00  I-- 

r-H  f-H 

GO 

r— 1 f-h  oi  lo  O ^ 01  CO  CO  CO' 

CO 

District 

Blackball  Colliery 
Blackball  Rocks  . . 
Crimdon 
Dalton-le-Dale 
Easington  Colliery 
Horden 

Murton 

Peterlee 

Shotton 

South  Hetton 
Thornley  . . 

Wheatley  Hill 
\¥ingate 

Totals  . . 

Total  Methylene  Blue  Samples 


130  samples  of  raw  and  heat  treated  milk  were  taken  for  examination  during  1970,  with  the  following  results: 
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Milk  Supply — Supervision 

Regular  inspections  of  dairies  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
public  health  inspectors  and  any  infringements  of  the  Regulations 
have  been  reported  to  those  concerned. 

Milk  samples  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year  totalled 
130  consisting  of  9 samples  of  raw  milk  which  were  tested  for 
keeping  quality  and  cleanliness,  and  121  samples  of  pasteurised 
and  sterilised  which  were  subjected  to  additional  tests  designed  to 
establish  the  efficiency  of  heat  treatment. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  93  inspections  of  distributors’ 
premises  were  made. 
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HOUSING,  SEWERAGE,  PUBEIC  CLEANSING,  ETC 

(Contributed  by  the  Engineer  & Surveyor) 

Maintenance 

During  the  past  year  42,749  general  repairs  were  carried  out  to 
Council  Houses,  consisting  of  roofs,  chimneys,  brickwork,  paths, 
ceilings,  tii‘e])laces,  doors,  windows,  fences,  tajis,  imrst  ])ipes,  and 
spouts. 


’Rus  Shelters 

During  the  past  year  12  additional  shelters  were  erected  in  Horden, 
Rlackhall,  Peterlee,  Murton  and  Cold  Hesledon,  bringing  the  total 
to  240. 

Public  Conveniences 

During  the  year  the  second  ])hase  of  the  Town  Centre  Public 
Convenience  at  Peterlee  was  conijileted  and  ojiened  to  the  public. 
X^andalism  generally  still  continues  throughout  the  area.  It  was 
necessary  to  close  three  conveniences  at  Horden,  Blackball  and 
Wingate,  for  temporary  periods  of  three  months,  but  the  situation 
has  not  improved.  In  fact,  in  one  instance  at  Wingate,  the  damage 
was  such  that  the  building  v^as  eventually  demolished  and  removed. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

General  maintenance  on  all  the  Council’s  Public  sewers  was  carried 
out  during  the  year,  when  940  stoppages  were  attended  to.  At 
Daltonde-Dale  where  the  Haswell  to  the  Sea  24"  diameter  outfall 
sewer  suli’ered  from  mining  subsidence,  the  temporary  remedial 
repairs  which  were  carried  out  last  year  in  the  form  of  24"  diameter 
mild  steel  ventilation  tubes  are  still  in  existence  and  coping  with 
the  discharge.  The  third  phase  of  coal  extraction  has  now  been 
abandoned;  the  Council  has  now  been  informed  that  final  settlement 
has  taken  place.  A scheme  of  relaying,  therefore,  has  been 
agreed  to  and  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  the  Coal  Board,  together 
with  an  estimated  cost,  for  their  approval.  In  the  meantime  the 
Coal  Board  has  approved,  in  principle,  a scheme  submitted  by  the 
County  Land  drainage  Officer  for  deepening  and  regrading  the 
existing  stream,  to  cope  with  the  surface  water  during  excessive 
storms. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  carried  out  most  satis- 
factorily during  the  year  with  the  majority  of  the  district  having 
received  the  targetted  frequency  of  three  collections  per  fortnight. 
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Every  effort  has  been  made  to  give  immediate  attention  to  all 
complaints.  During  the  year  some  2,197,884  collections  were  made 
from  houses,  other  dwellings  and  buildings  in  the  district.  This 
represents  an  average  of  42,267  weekly  collections. 

Disposal  Areas 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in  respect  of  tij) 
control  at  Wheatley  Hill  tip  with  virtually  the  complete  elimination 
of  tij)  fires.  Any  fires  which  have  occurred  have  been  of  no  significance 
and  have  been  dealt  with  immediatelv. 

Road  Cleansing 

A regular  cleansing  frequency  has  been  given  to  the  212.27  miles 
of  adopted  roads  and  the  9,753  gullies  within  the  district;  3.64  miles 
of  road  being  adopted  during  the  year.  Immediate  attention  has 
been  given  to  any  roads  where  flooding  has  occurred. 

Lengthsmen 

The  10  lengthsmen  located  in  each  of  the  major  villages  within 
the  district  have  continued  to  make  a most  valuable  contribution 
to  the  public  cleansing  services. 

Public  Conveniences 

Daily  cleansing  of  all  the  conveniences  in  the  district  has  been 
carried  out  and  all  ’bus  shelters  received  regular  attention  by  the 
department. 

Salvage 

A total  of  603  tons  5 cwts.  of  waste  paper,  fibreboard,  etc.  was 
collected  and  sold  to  Thames  Board  Mills  Limited,  the  revenue  from 
Avhich  amounted  to  £6,909.04. 

Dust  Bins 

During  the  year  293  private  dust  bins  were  sold  and  529  were  issued 
to  Council  house  tenants. 

Trade  Refuse 

Trade  refuse  was  collected  during  normal  rounds  and  annual 
accounts  submitted.  A charge  of  £2  ])er  annum  per  bin  on  a three 
collections  per  fortnight  basis  was  charged. 

Improvement  Programmes 

Improvements  to  houses  Type  A31/A30.  In  November  the  im- 
provements to  the  342  pre-1939  two  bedroomed  houses  were 
completed,  116  being  completed  during  the  year.  These  improve- 


nieiits  included  ])roviding  outbuildings  to  the  I'car  containing 
bathroom  and  lobby,  enlargement  of  the  kitchen,  replacement  of 
combination  ranges  by  Nu-View  open  hres  and  the  provision  of 
central  heating. 

Council  House  Development 

The  construction  of  new  houses  to  accommodate  families  from 
slum  clearance  areas  in  the  Council’s  distiict  continued  throughout 
the  year  and  a total  of  109  houses  have  been  completed  and 
occupied. 

The  total  now  owned  bv  the  iVuthoritv  at  31st  December,  1970, 
is  8,572. 
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